Esperanto

The New International Language
Ny Willlam Plckens

Everything now-a-days is being *‘made to
order,''—boots, dry goods, laws, moral sys-
tems, religious creeds and languages.

Man does not and cannot create anything,
but his advancement is one progressive im-
provement on Nature's product. In this
sense a new international language has
been made outright—a manufactured arti-
cle that beats anything which Nature can
show in this line from Sanskrit to slang.
_3}}_1 .previou_s attempts to formulate what
was™Styled “‘a universal language" have
‘mis-carried ; but Esperanto, the latest ef-
fort of this sort, seems to have in its very
make-up the elements of success, and in its
accent the ring of victory. Last year an
Esperantist conference was held in France,
attended by representatives from a score of
different nationalities, who were not famil-
iar with each other’s mother togues. But
they conversed and conferred in Esperanto;
and in this new speech business was done,
SODgs were sung, lectures delivered and
love made. It was an ‘“‘all-round” test of
its efficiency.

The smiling reader might be thinking :
that wasa feat possible only to experienced
linguists and scholars. One purpose of this
article is to show you that any man of any
language of Emope or America, who is of
sound mind and well trained in his mother
tongue, can master the syntax of Esperanto
in a week.

The Writer saw his first book on Espe-
ranto less tHan a week ago. His attention
being called to the language in January,
he immediately sent to the ‘‘Review of Re-
views' in London for some books on the
subject. These arrived and were perused
one evening between the hours of six and
ten; and the next morning he wrote letters

in Esperanto to some European Esperant-
ists. !

But before we speak further of Esperan-
to itself, let us interest ourselves by inquir-
ing what would be the practical benefits of
any well known international language
whatever.

First, it would save time and exper e.
A language universally understood, if only
by the intelligent, would save all the ex-
pense that great nations must pay for large
forces of interpreters and translators. It
would economize time and therefore often
prevent bloodshed and confusion. Econo-
my would be served in the same way as by
uniform laws and interstate railroad sys-

tems. If we had to change p?er and
freight trains at every state line,"how much

more time would be consumed in going or
sending from New York to San Francisco !

What if the Peace of Portsméuth could
have been given to the whole civilized
world in the same words of the same lan-
guage? Perhaps under such a condition
there would be fewer ‘‘peace conferences,’’
for a universal language would surely tend,
it that direction. :

Secondly, to further the cause of inter-
national peace and universal brotherhood.
Except color, there %is no greater bar to
sympathy and communion among men than
a difference of language. Two men who
do not know and cannot learn each other’s
tongue may live side by side for a score of
years and be strangers still. One who does

not understand the words and sounds which
to you are so intelligible and full of mean-
ing, must forever seem to you outlandish
and barbarous. By the Greek populace all
men who could not speak Greek were dub-
bed the “'barbaroi.”’ - The great languages
of civilization are so many Chinese walls
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of exclusion, forever shutting out from
cach other the masses of the differcnt na-
tionalities. Ifthe dealings and relations of
two pations could be published in some
language legible to the masses of both, the
people would often refuse to be tumbled
into unjust wars by their unscrupulous
demagogs.

Genius itself cannot master more than
two or three languages to the utmost idiom;
the average man can thread but one such
‘‘idiomatic'’ maze, and the masses never
really know their mother tongue. Why"
Because all these well known old languages
are products of Nature, and Nature is an
extravagant and erratic idiot who pampers
variety rather than utility. She lays with-
in thestream a myriad eggs 1o raise a dozen

fishes; she sows a hundred acorns to sprout ,

two or three sickly oaks. Everywhere she
wantonly mixes and mingles the useful
and the useless. Just so in these natural
tongues she will write a half dozen words
‘meaning the same thing; in one language
she might have four or five regular conju-
gations or declensions and as many ‘‘irreg-
ular’’ ones—where one regular would suf-
. fice. She will obey no single rule without
a half dozen exceptions. All in all, she
has so mixed and muddled and anticked in
the every-day speech of men, that if idio-
matic’ German be rendered /iferafly in En-
glish, the King of England could not in-
terpret that English. And the result—the
masses of mankind, so fdr as Nature’s lan-
guages ar:[mnccmed will never be intel-
ligent beings save in that tongue to which

. _.they were born. '

By the scheme of Esperlnto Dr. Zamen-
hof, the Russian, has removed the whole dif-
ficulty, as we shall indicate below. Science
can be frugal ifjNature is prodigal.”

Furthermore, such a language would be
an inestimable contribution to tbe accura-
- cy ofinternational business, Thedispatch-
es and reports [which we get from foreign

nations are always second-hand, and very
often unrelinble—they are (translations.
And how mucb different translations of the
same thing do disagree with cach other!
The Germans translate a report from St,
Petersburg, the Swiss translate from the
Germans, the French from the Swiss—and
what do we get in Epglish? We would
get nearer the truth if the news was sent
through the same territory but clothed in
the fixed and unambiguous words of Espe-
ranto; for words, like the savages that they
are, lose in both vigor and grace when clad
in other than their pative garb.

Now let us speak more particularly of
Esperanto, As Dr. Zamenhof thought

_over the methods and failures of previous

efforts to form such a language, he saw
that, if such was ever to succeed, three

problems must first be solved, which
we state briefly : :

(1) The language. must be so easy that
its acquisition is"a mere pastime to the
learner of average ability.

(2) The learner must be assured that he
can make direcd infernational use of the lan-
guage with others who have not even heard of
i | :

(3) The natural indifference of mankind
to take up a new thing, especially an easy
and simple thing, must be overcome,

An idea of Esperanto can be conveyed in
the briefest manper by indicating how Za-
menhof has planned to overcome each of
these three difficulties.

First difficulty. The vocabularyis made .

easy in two ways: by selecting words which
are common to two or more languages, and
by making the absolute number of differ-
ent words very small. This langunage thus
stands on the shoulders of the natural ones.
The word for dog is Aundo ;. for bird, sirdo;
which words every student of the Teutonic
languages at once recognizes. The word
for international is infermacia; -for high,
alfa ; which every man of the Romance
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